












AIR BASES 

The training of military pilots in Finland began in the Aviation Battalion which was 

located at Santahamina. The unit was disbanded in March 1924 and a new unit was 

formed with the name of Aviation School. However, Santahamina was not the ideal location 

for pilot training activities because it lacked a suitable airfield. Basic training was divided 

between Utti and Santahamina. The search for a more suitable place began and it was 

found from Kauhava, a community in the province of Ostrobothnia. The building of a 

military airfield was finished at Kauhava in the summer of 1927. The Aviation School 

relocated to Kauhava during the summer of 1929. 

Regular flight activity at Utti air base started in the summer of 1918. ln 1923 a fighter 

escadrille was established there and this started a comprehensive program to train fighter 

pilots in this country. For quite some time Utti was the only air base where land planes were 

operated. For example during the 1920's and 1930's Gourdou-Leseurre, Martinsyde 

Buzzard and Gloster Gamecock fighters were flown at Utti. 

With the closing of the Hermanni flying boat station, the Flying Detachment 2, which was 

based there moved to the island of Santahamina near Helsinki in 1919. At the same time 

the Flying Battalion which was stationed at the Vähä-Heikkilä flying boat station in Turku 

was also relocated to Santahamina. Thus a new unit was established with the name of 

Aviation Battalion. ln July 1921 the Headquarters of the Aviation Forces moved to 

Santahamina for a period of five years. Besides of the air station, there was also a small 

land based aerodrome, which was operated jointly by the Aviation Forces and the State 

Aircraft Factory. However the aerodrome's size was too small for full scale flight training 

purposes and the soil there was too soft. 



The mission of establishing an air station to Sortavala in the summer of 1918 was 

given to 1 st Lieutenant Väinö Mikkola. He aisa became its first commanding officer. 

The main task of the unit based there was to conduct maritime reconnaissance 

flights at the Lake Ladoga area. The original air station proved to be too small in size 

and in the early 1920's it was relocated to Kasinhäntä near Sortavala. The seaplane 

types used at Sortavala and Kasinhäntä included the following: Friedrichshafen FF.49C, 

Rumpler 68, Stetinin M-5, M-15, M-16, Georges-Levy and I.V.L. A22 Hansa. 

The first Finnish land air station was formed at Lappeenranta in South eastern Finland on 

May 7 1918. There the training of Finnish pilots was commenced. The instructors were 

Russians who had joined the White forces. The commanding officer of the air station was a 

German 1 st Lieutenant Konrad von Bulow-Bothkamp. The flying activities at Lappeenranta 

came to an end in June 1918 when the aircraft were relocated to Utti. 

The development plans of the 1920's emphasized the use of maritime aircraft. Accordingly, 

it was decided to build two new air stations to the area of Viipuri. One was built to Tervaniemi 

at Viipuri and the second one to Turkinsaari. The construction work at Turkinsaari began in 

1926 and flight operations started one year later with Hansa floatplanes and later on with 

Blackburn Ripon maritime aircraft. The constant changes within the Aviation Forces (from 

1928 onwards Air Force) can be seen in the Turkinsaari based unit which changed its name 

several times during the 1920's and 1930's: 3rd Separate Maritime Flight Squadron, Maritime 

Flight Escadrille, Flying Station 4. 



PARACHUTE JUMPS AND OBSERVATION BALLOONS 

1st Lieutenant Eero Erho was the first Finn to conduct a parachute jump on June 17 1922 at 

Sortavala. He jumped from Stetinin M-16 at an altitude of 500 metres. After that first jump 

he toured the country performing several demonstration jumps. 

The use of parachutes in military aviation started during World War One. At first the crews 

of observation balloons were equipped with lifesaving parachutes. During the war 

particularly the Germans were interested in the use of parachutes while the Allies were more 

doubtful. The British perception was that a pilat who carried a parachute would not fight to 

the end with his damaged aircraft and would tend to leave the aircraft too early. Parachutes 

were introduced into the Finnish Aviation Forces during 1926-1928. The use of a parachute 

became mandatory in 1930 when the full potential of this life saving invention was realised. 

During the First World War observation balloon saw widespread use. They were mainly used 

as obervation platforms for field artillery. German observation balloons were acquired to 

Finland in 1918. They were stationed at Santahamina at the Aviation Battalion's Observation 

Balloon Company. lt was tasked with the training of field artillery spotters. 

However the military use of observation balloons in Finland remained limited. The main 

reason for this was that the balloons themselves were made of low quality materiel. 

According to period sources, an altitude of just 20 metres was reached once with the 

balloons. Full scale training was never initiated and the unit was disbanded four years later 

in 1924.  
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